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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 



1. The disclosure is objected to because it contains an embedded hyperlink 
and/or other form of browser-executable code on page 14 line 15. Applicant is 
required to delete the embedded hyperlink and/or other form of browser- 
executable code. See MPEP § 608.01. 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the 
treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



3. Claims 1-5, 7-13, 15, 16, 25, 26, 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by US Pub. No. 2002/0156860 Al to Finke et al. 
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As per claims 1, 25 and 26 wherein a method for remotely monitoring and/or 
controlling a home device performed on a web-based host, the method comprising 
establishing a connection [input modules] with a remote device [remote 
client/remote device]; receiving monitoring and/or control information [control, 
monitoring, remote information tasks] from the remote device [remote 
client/remote device]; establishing a connection [action module] with a home [home, 
office, other space]; and communicating [sending] the monitoring and/or control 
information [control, monitoring, remote information tasks] to the home [home, 
office, other space], wherein the monitoring and/or control information [control, 
monitoring, remote information tasks] causes monitoring information 
[monitoring/status functions] to be obtained from a home device [objects] in the 
home [home, office, other space] and/or causes the a home device [objects] in the 
home [home, office, other space] to be controlled [control functions]; the Finke et 
al. reference discloses an improved system which integrates the electric objects in 
a home, office, or other space into a control and monitoring network (see 
Abstract). Input modules serve to connect a user's remote device to the personal 
server (see figures 1, 2 and page 2 paragraph 25). Action modules are the 
software objects that actually carry out instructions specified by the user and 
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obtain status information from the networked objects (see page 3 paragraph 30). 
The Personal Server is typically used to control and monitor the following types of 
objects (see page 4 paragraph 63). 

As per claims 2 and 10 further comprising receiving authentication 
[authentication] information from the remote device [remote client/remote 
device] and determining at the web-based host [personal server] whether a user 
[user] of the remote device [remote client/remote device] has permission to 
access the home [home, office, other space]; the Finke et al. reference discloses 
security monitoring as an active module (see figure IB). Schedule/Router maintains 
information on user authentication and security information (see page 2 paragraph 
26). The user may authorize third-party access to some or all of the control and 
monitoring systems of the Personal Server (see page 3 paragraph 45). 

As per claims 3 and 11 further comprising communicating graphical interface 
files [remote information task] to the remote device [remote client/remote 
device], the graphical interface files [remote information task] for allowing a user 
[user] of the remote device [remote client/remote device] to select a home device 
[object] to monitor and/or control and for allowing the user [user] of the remote 
device [remote client/remote device] to specify how to monitor and/or control the 
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home device [object]; the Finke et al. reference discloses remote information 
tasks, such as file exchange, can also be carried out by the Personal Server, using 
the remote client as the interface (see page 1 paragraph 9). One current use is 
the transfer of computer files between the Remote Client and the Personal Server 
(see page 5 paragraph 76). These files may be used as part of the various control 
and monitoring features of the Personal Server (see page 5 paragraph 77). 

As per claims 4 and 12 further comprising encrypting the monitoring and/or 
control information before the monitoring and/or control information is 
communicated to the home; the Finke et al. reference discloses the input modules 
also serve to encrypt and decrypt messages, as necessary (see page 3 paragraph 
28). The Remote Client also generally uses the minimum amount of the encryption 
and authentication necessary to preserve security (see page 3 paragraph 36). 

As per claims 5 and 13 further comprising receiving home device status 
information [monitoring/status information] in response to the step of 
communicating the monitoring and/or control information [control and monitoring 
information tasks] from the web-based host [personal server] to the home [home, 
office, other space] and communicating the home device [object] status 
information [monitoring/status information] to the remote device [remote 
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client/remote device]; the Finke et al. reference discloses the user enters 
information concerning the desired action into the remote device (see page 3 
paragraph 48-52). The input module uploads the information from the remote 
device, creates a message, and alerts the schedule/router (see page 4 paragraph 
53-54). The scheduler/router passes the message to the VCR action module, which 
in turn sends the instructions to the VCR (see page 4 paragraphs 55-56). The 
remote device displays relevant status information to the user (see page 4 
paragraph 59). 

As per claims 7and 15 wherein the remote device [remote client/remote 
device] is a wireless telephone [cell phone], a wireless personal digital assistant 
[handheld PDA], or a wireless computer [laptop]; the Finke et al. reference 
discloses a server-like apparatus that controls a network, frequently wireless, in 
the home or office (see page 1 paragraph 8). Figure 5 shows an embodiment of 
Home Pad on a more graphically limited remote client, namely, a cell phone (see 
page 2 paragraph 15). The remote device is based in a handheld PDA. In some 
cases, a laptop or even desktop computer will act as the remote device. (See page 
3 paragraph 34.) Remote devices may use a variety of physical connection and data 
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transfer protocols to communicate with the personal server (see page 3 paragraphs 
37-39). 

As per claims 8and 16 wherein the remote device [remote client/remote 
device] is a wired telephone, a wired personal digital assistant [handheld PDA], or a 
wired computer [desktop computer]; the Finke et al. reference discloses the 
remote device is based in a handheld PDA. In some cases, a laptop or even desktop 
computer will act as the remote device. (See page 3 paragraph 34.) Remote 
devices may use a variety of physical connection and data transfer protocols to 
communicate with the personal server (see page 3 paragraphs 37, 40-41). 

As per claim 9 wherein a computer system for remotely monitoring and/or 
controlling a home device, the computer system comprising one or more computers 
[personal server] connected to one or more remote devices [remote client/remote 
device] via a network [network]; one or more computer programs [computer 
software] executable by the computers [personal server], wherein the computer 
programs [computer software] comprise computer instructions [robust and flexible 
interface] for establishing a connection [input modules] with a remote device 
[remote client/remote device]; receiving monitoring and/or control information 
[control and monitoring information tasks] from the remote device [remote 
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client/remote device]; establishing a connection [action modules] with a home 
[home, office, other space]; and communicating [sending] the monitoring and/or 
control information [control and monitoring information tasks] to the home [home, 
office, other space], wherein the monitoring and/or control information [control 
and monitoring information tasks] causes monitoring information 
[monitoring/status functions] to be obtained from a home device [object] in the 
home [home, office, other space] and/or causes the a home device [object] in the 
home [home, office, other space] to be controlled [control functions]; see the 
rejection of claim 1. 

As per claim 30 wherein the home device [object] is a stand-alone device 
[remote-ready objects, non-remote-ready objects, other objects], a peripheral 
device [remote-ready objects, non-remote-ready objects, other objects], a 
personal computer [other object], or a television set-top box [remote-ready 
object]; the Finke et al. reference discloses remote-ready objects that are 
already remote-capable (see page 4 paragraph 66). The user generally will wish to 
program the VCR from a remote device rather than from the personal server itself 
(see page 4 paragraph 68). Non-remote-ready objects are those objects that 
typically are not remote capable (see page 4 paragraph 70). There are a number of 
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other objects that can be controlled and monitored with the personal server (see 
page 5 paragraph 73). The types of objects that can be incorporated into the 
personal server system are almost limitless (see page 5 paragraph 74). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

5. Claims 6, 14 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Pub. No. 2002/0156860 Al to Finke et al. in view of US Pub. 
No. 2002/0035403 Al to Clark et al. 

As per claims 6, 14 and 27 further comprising establishing a connection with 
the home if a home device in the home has detected an event, receiving 
information which describes the event, and communicating the information which 
describes the event to a user; the Finke et al. reference does not expressly 
disclose establishing a connection with the home if a home device in the home has 
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detected an event, receiving information which describes the event, and 
communicating the information which describes the event to a user. 

The Clark et al. reference discloses the preferred data acquisition and 
control system 60 and the remote server 100 also include software algorithms for 
detecting a particular error condition or status, and then for alerting a desired 
recipient via email, direct pager contact, or other communication methods, and/or 
activating an audible alarm (see page 2 paragraph 32). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify the monitoring active modules of the personal 
server system taught by the Finke et al. reference with the software algorithms 
for detecting a particular error condition or status taught by the Clark et al. 
reference to ensure that a desired recipient was notified of the particular error 
condition or status. 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to modify the 
personal server system with another active module including software algorithms 
for detecting a particular error condition or status to illustrate another aspect of 
monitoring/status functions of the personal server system. 
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6. Claims 17-21, 23, 24, 37, 38 and 40-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over US Pub. No. 2002/0156860 Al to Finke et al. in view of 
logical reasoning. 

As per claims 17-21, 23, 24, 37, 38 and 40-42 wherein a computer readable 
storage medium storing one or more computer programs executable by one or more 
computers, one or more of the computer programs comprising computer 
instructions; the Finke et al. reference discloses the personal server comprises 
software run on a general purpose computer (see page 2 paragraph 20). Also see 
rejections of claims 1-5, 7, 8, 25, 26 and 28-30 above. 

The Finke et al. reference does not expressly disclose a computer readable 
storage medium. 

However, it would be logical to reason that a general-purpose computer 
comprises some type of memory to store software. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to assume that the general-purpose computer taught by 
the Finke et al. reference comprises some type of memory to store the software 
architecture. 
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One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to assume that a 
computer readable storage medium was inherent in the general-purpose computer. 

7. Claims 22 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US Pub. No. 2002/0156860 Al to Finke et al. in view logical reasoning as 
applied to claims 17-21, 23, 24, 37, 38 and 40-42 above, and further in view of US 
Pub. No. 2002/0035403 Al to Clark et al. 

As per claims 22 and 39 wherein the computer programs further comprise 
computer instructions for establishing a connection with the home if a home device 
in the home has detected an event; receiving information which describes the 
event; and communicating the information which describes the event to a user; see 
rejection of claims 6 and 27. 

The Clark et al. reference discloses the preferred data acquisition and 
control system 60 and the remote server 100 also include software algorithms for 
detecting a particular error condition or status, and then for alerting a desired 
recipient via email, direct pager contact, or other communication methods, and/or 
activating an audible alarm (see page 2 paragraph 32). 
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At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify the monitoring active modules of the personal 
server system taught by the Finke et al. reference with the software algorithms 
for detecting a particular error condition or status taught by the Clark et al. 
reference to ensure that a desired recipient was notified of the particular error 
condition or status. 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to modify the 
personal server system with another active module including software algorithms 
for detecting a particular error condition or status to illustrate another aspect of 
monitoring/status functions of the personal server system. 

8. Claims 28 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US Pub. No. 2002/0156860 Al to Finke et al. in view of USPN 6,405,261 Bl to 
Gaucher. 

As per claims 28 and 29 further comprising communicating with a home 
device [device, appliance] via a radio frequency connection [RF wireless 
transmission] and a power line connection [AC power network 14]. 
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The Finke et al. reference does not expressly disclose communicating with a 
home device via a radio frequency connection or power line connection. 

The Gaucher reference discloses an automatic multi-rate wireless/wired 
computer network that creates both a wired network (via AC power line) and a 
wireless network (via radio) around the computer with which new devices can be 
seamlessly added, without significant human intervention (see column 2 lines 38- 
43). The multi-rate wireless/wired computer network 10 is implemented on an AC 
power network 14 which is situated in an indoor environment (see figure 3 and 
column 4 lines 55-58). Network box 16 could be hard wired to the telephone line 
or connected thereto via another wireless connection (see column 5 lines 2-5). 
Network 16 creates an intelligent RF field 15 around computer 12 and the entire 
AC power network 14 (see column 5 lines 38-42). The controller 100 in the master 
is the heart of the system, distributing data and control throughout the network, 
allowing communications from PSTN to Peer, Peer to Peer, Peer to AC power line, 
AC power line to PSTN, and of course, master to any device connected to the 
network (see column 8 lines 38-42). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the wireless/wired computer network 
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taught by the Gaucher reference into the personal server system taught by the 
Finke et al. reference to utilize a personal server when remotely monitoring and/or 
controlling a home device. 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to incorporate the 
wireless/wired computer network into the personal server system to utilize a 
personal server when remotely monitoring and/or controlling a home device since 
handheld devices for remotely monitoring and/or controlling a home device are 
generally limited in terms of processing power, memory, and display capabilities 
(see Finke et al. page 3 paragraph 34). 

9. Claims 31, 32, and 34-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over USPN 5,650,940 to Tonozuka et al. in view of USPN 6,405,261 
Bl to Gaucher. 

As per claim 31 wherein an apparatus for monitoring and/or controlling a 
home device, the apparatus comprising a microprocessor [data processing unit 172]; 
a memory [memory unit 176] connected to the microprocessor [data processing unit 
172]; and one or more computer programs [various data and programs] executable 
by the microprocessor [data processing unit 172], wherein the computer programs 
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[various data and programs] comprise computer instructions [data transmission unit 
171] for establishing a connection with a web-based host [central monitoring device 
120]; and receiving monitoring and/or control information from the web-based host 
[central monitoring device 120]; the Tonozuka et al. reference discloses the 
supervising personnel, located at a remote location, makes an access to the central 
monitoring device 120 by connecting the portable monitoring device 170 to the data 
transmission line 160 through the MODEM device 150 (see figures 2, 3 and column 
5 lines 33-42). In response to the access made by the portable monitoring device 
170, the data transmission unit 123 admits the access to the central monitoring 
device 120 and the temporarily stored information concerning the occurrence of 
the abnormality is transmitted to the portable monitoring device 170 through the 
MODEM devices 140 and 150 and the data transmission line 160 (see column 5 lines 
43-49). 

As per claim 32 further comprising communicating the monitoring and/or 
control information [monitoring/recovery operations] to a home device [process to 
be monitored 110] thereby causing monitoring information [monitoring operation] to 
be obtained from the home device [process to be monitored 110] and/or causing 
the home device [process to be monitored 110] to be controlled [recovery 
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operation]; the Tonozuka et al. reference discloses the monitoring operation with 
respect to a process to be monitored 110 is carried out by collecting various data 
on the process to be monitored 110 in order to detect the occurrence of the 
abnormality in the process to be monitored (see figure 2, 3 and column 5 lines 9- 
17). In response the necessary recovery operations are carried out according to 
the commands given from the supervising personnel using the portable monitoring 
device 170 (see column 6 lines 3-11). 

As per claim 34 further comprising communicating with a home device 
[process to be monitored 110] via a radio frequency connection [radio transmission 
call service network], the Tonozuka et al. reference discloses the notification of 
the occurrence of the abnormality in the process to be monitored 110 from the 
central monitoring device 120B to the supervising personnel using the portable 
monitoring device 170B is realized by utilizing a radio transmission call service 
network (see figures 4, 5 and column 9 lines 31-38). All the communication 
between the central monitoring device 120B and the portable monitoring device 
170C are realized by utilizing a radio transmission call service network (see figures 
6, 75 and column 12 lines 22-32). 

The Tonozuka et al. reference does not expressly disclose a home device. 
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As per claims 34 and 35 further comprising communicating with a home 
device [process to be monitored 110] via a radio frequency connection and a power 
line connection, the Tonozuka et al. reference does not expressly disclose 
communicating with a home device via a power line connection. 

As per claim 36 wherein the home device is a stand-alone device, a 
peripheral device, a personal computer, or a television set-top box, the Tonozuka 
et al. reference does not expressly disclose the home device is a stand-alone 
device, a peripheral device, a personal computer, or a television set-top box. 

The Gaucher et al. reference discloses an automatic multi-rate 
wireless/wired computer network that creates both a wired network (via AC power 
line) and a wireless network (via radio) around the computer with which new devices 
can be seamlessly added, without significant human intervention (see column 2 lines 
38-43). The multi-rate wireless/wired computer network 10 is implemented on an 
AC power network 14 which is situated in an indoor environment (see figure 3 and 
column 4 lines 55-58). The appliance 40 can be any household or office appliance 
(see column 5 lines 63-65). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify the process to be controlled as taught by the 
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Tonozuka et al. reference with the wireless/wired computer network taught by the 
Gaucher reference to provide another exemplary site to utilize the portable 
monitoring device of the process monitoring system. 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to modify the 
process to be controlled with ^he wireless/wired computer network to provide a 
process monitoring system capable of notifying the occurrence of the abnormality 
in the wireless/wired computer network and providing the information concerning 
the abnormality to a user located at a remote location in real time. 

10. Claim 33 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over USPN 
5,650,940 to Tonozuka et al. in view of US Pub. No. 2002/0035403 Al to Clark et 
al. 

As per claim 33 further comprising communicating with a home device 
[process to be monitored 110] to determine whether the home device [process to 
be monitored 110] has detected an event [abnormality]; and if an event 
[abnormality] has been detected by the home device [process to be monitored 110], 
establishing a secure connection with the web-based host [central monitoring 
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device 120] and communicating the event [abnormality] to the web-based host 
[central monitoring device 120]; see rejections of claims 31 and 32. 

The Tonozuka et al. reference does not expressly disclose establishing a 
secure connection with the web-based host. 

The Clark et al. reference discloses persons of ordinary skill in the art will 
understand that, in certain unsecured applications, the username/password 
requirements could be omitted, and that the roles of the PPP connection (including 
password protections, etc.) are reversible, i.e., with the server 100 acting as the 
PPP server, accepting connections from numerous devices 70A (see page 4 
paragraph 42). If instead the server cannot authenticate the user, the PPP 
connection is immediately terminated (see figure 4A and page 4 paragraph 43). If 
the FTP server instead cannot authenticate the user, the FTP session is 
immediately closed (see figure 4B and page 4 paragraph 44). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify the unsecured connections taught by the 
Tonozuka et al. reference with the secured connections taught by the Clark et al. 
reference depending on the environment to be monitored and/or controlled. 



• Application/Control Number: 09/780,490 Page 21 

Art Unit: 2121 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to modify the 
connections to increase the number of industry applications (secured and 
unsecured) to which the monitored and/or controlled system could be applied. 



Conclusion 

11. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with 
respect to remotely monitoring and/or controlling devices in general: 

USPN 6,104,785 to Chen 

USPN 6,437,692 Bl to Petite et al. 

USPN 6,480,586 Bl to Hayes et al. 

KR Pub. No. 2002032164 A to AHN et al. 

KR Pub. No. 2002001090 A to KIM et al. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Crystal J. Barnes whose telephone number is 




•Application/Control Number: 09/780,490 



Page 22 



Art Unit: 2121 

703.306.5448. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday alternate 
Mondays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, John A. Follansbee can be reached on 703.305.8498. The 
fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are 703.746.7239 for regular communications and 703.746.7238 for 
After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
703.305.3900. 



cjb 

April 3, 2003 




